Empowering Change: Reflect, Act and Transform
2nd Grade Newsletter         Unit 4       Week  1
Assalmu Alaikum,
Greetings Crescent families!
We hope this letter finds you in the best of health and Iman. Alhamdulilah, we are half way through our school year!  We are beginning Unit 4, Physical Literacy, Healthy living.  This unit brings us to a learning of all systems having been created with perfect balance, and that measurement affects a system’s form and function. 
AREAS OF STUDY
Unit 4 – Physical Literacy: Healthy Living
Concepts: Form and Function, Balance and Measurement
MATH 
We have begun graphing with an exploration of Picture Graphs.  Next we will learn about bar graphs.  Students are practicing making tally tables and converting the data into a graph.  This unit lends itself to a Survey/Graphing project.  The students will work in a group to design a survey question, will survey other classes and create tables and graphs to display their data and findings. At the end of this unit we will complete our Measurement Unit, insha’Allah.
Things to work on at home: By now all students should have mastered + and – on Xtramath.  The basic facts recall skills are must to be ready for 3rd grade.  All students should be working on Study Island as well. Students can also practice taking surveys (using tally tables) on various topics and sharing results with family members. 
LANGUAGE ARTS
Reader’s Workshop:  Students are continuing to practice reading non-fiction text.  We are practicing using the resources of the text such as table of contents, index and the glossary in order to extend our learning.  Students are describing the main idea and supporting details of what they are reading.  Students will also begin reading poetry to connect to their new knowledge of poetry format in Writer’s Workshop.
Writer’s Workshop:  Students will start off listening to different poetry formats.  They will then draft and publish 7 different types of poems in order to create their very own poetry book!


SOCIAL STUDIES
 This unit brings us to a basic study of our economy.  Students will learn the function of our economy and importance it has in their own lives.  Students will recognize the real-world issue of the important balance our economy needs to have to stay stable.
SCIENCE
STEM is here!  With the school-wide STEM week during this unit we thought it would be a good time for students to create their own STEM models.  Students will come up with a STEM inspired model to solve a problem they face in their own life.  Students will watch video clips of other kid innovators as well as take a trip to the Hands on Museum for inspiration.
ISLAMIC STUDIES
Alhamdulilah, we are currently exploring the 6 Pillars of Iman (Faith). Students are learning about each of the 6 Pillars and how belief in them helps one to gain Taqwa (Piety). We are also currently working on writing our very own nasheeds/poems that teach the 6 Pillars of Iman. Students will have the opportunity to sing or simply recite their work in class starting February 3, insha’Allah. Students may work individually or cooperatively with partners of no more than 2 (3 per group max). Students will begin working in class this week; however, students that work in groups may need time to collaborate with partners outside of school. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*Stars of the Week:  Eman Wali (2A), Anas Ali (2B), Yassin Khalil and Ali Al-Wahab(2C).  Takbeer to these students for showing positive attributes and becoming helpful members for their class communities!
*Children’s Performances: Assigned parts for our play will be coming home next week! (Performance March 29, Dearborn Performing Arts Center)
* Update: Br Aftab no longer has lunch for purchase on MONDAYS. Please send a lunch with your student.
*No school: Monday 2/16 Teacher In-Service Day


